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ABSTRACT: Culture is made of both tangible and intangible heritage. Visiting or
revisiting the heritage sites which are the part of the past that is still accessible to the present
generations comes under heritage tourism. Each heritage site, big or small, holds its significance
in the total cultural fabric of a place. However, some of such remnants of the past in a large
centre often get subjected to ignorance and ill-management. Mathas (monasteries) are a
heritage of Puri but many of these important sites are losing their existence. This paper aims
to determine the perception of residents and tourists towards four different mathas as heritage
sites in the holy city of Puri in the eastern Indian state- Odisha. It aso studies the role of local
tourism stakeholders and popular tourism media in enhancing or diminishing a heritage site
by drawing a comparison between the conditions of the four seected mathas. The data for
this descriptive research has been collected using the anthropological data collection tools
and methods from 100 respondents comprising tourists, residents and tour operators. The
findings reveal the disparity in development measures in the region attributed largely to

ignorance and adherence to the profitable tourism business.

INTRODUCTION

Tourism isacomplex socio-economic activity that
involves travelling and a temporary and voluntary
visit to a place usually away from home for various
purposeslikele sure, recreation, pilgrimage, busness,
etc. As an industry, it had arich historical voyage.
From the olden timeswhen only a privil eged few could
affordtotravel, tothe modern timeswherein theworld
is witnessing a sharp rise in the frequency of such
temporary voluntary movements owing to the
improved economic conditions and transport facilities.
“Tourism”, remarks Crick (1989), “represents the
largest movement of human populations outside
wartime’ . Tourism existsasan important social factin
the modern world. The phenomenon of tourism arises
from themovement of peopleand their stay in different
places, for abrief period. Such movementstake place
to destinations that provide temporary respite from
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the banal humdrum of theusual daily lives. However,
there is always an intention of getting back to the
‘home’ after a relatively brief stay at a different
destination (Urry and Larsen, 2011). Certain aspects
of such places distinguish them as tourist
destinations, away from home. Such tourism
destinations are made and remade through these
touristic movements, thusforming their identity. This
contributes directly to the livelihood of theresidents
of these places. Media and internet resources also
have an enormousroleto play in deciding thefurther
course of touristic patterns.

Heritage refers to something related to the past
or history of a place “ a set of traditions, values,
folktales, material artefacts or natural environment.
Thus, a heritage site can also be seen as an existing
museum of culture. Heritage tourism, therefore, is
visiting or revisiting the heritage sites which are the
part of the past that is still accessible to the present
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generations. Each heritage site, big or small, holdsits
significancein thetotal cultural fabric of aplace.

Puri has been an important pilgrimage destination
sncetimeimmemorial, visited by peoplefrom all walks
of life for the holy spectacle of the presiding deity-
Lord Jagannath. Popul arized asan incarnation of the
Hindu God Vishnu, the cult of Jagannath stands
synonymous with Puri. The abundant beauty of the
pristine blue water of the Bay of Bengal, the coastal
Casuarinaforests, and variousarchitectural marvels
as the heritage of the olden centuries make Puri a
popular tourism destination having a natural and
cultural treasuretrove. Besidesits alluring temples,
various architectural and cultural marvels are the
jewelsof Puri’seterna heritagecrown. Thecar fedtival
(Rath Yatra) of Puri Jagannath Temple is an
unmatched intangible heritage of the world. The
tangible heritage includes numerous ponds, temple
complexes, jagagharas (training centresfor wrestlers)
and mathas. A large part of thisheritageis however
turning into ruins for multiple reasons. This paper
aimsto highlight some common underlying reasons
for such devastating treatment of these remnants of
culture.

The present paper is descriptive in nature and
has been curated to provide a brief comparative
description of four different monasteries of different
sects located in the Snvargadwar (meaning gateway
toheaven) areaof Puri and to study the perception of
various tourism stakeholders about the selected
monasteries and their rolein the popularity of these
monasteries as tourism destinations.

ANTHROPOLOGY OF TOURISM

Tourism is an important field of study for
anthropologists. In the present world where the
movement has become so frequent with people
travelling to different places more often than ever
before to avoid the banality of daily lives,
anthropological insights on the causesand impact of
such movements become significant. Tourism has
emerged as one of the largest industries across the
globe and a chief contributor to the overall economy
of the world today. As a form of leisure activity, it
structuresthe personal life cycleto providealternate
periods of work and relaxation (Graburn, 1983).
Tourism for research in Anthropol ogy can be defined
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asthe temporary movement of people to destinations
different fromtheir usua placeof residence and work,
the activities were undertaken during their stay at
such a place and the tourism facilities that cater to
their needs during the travel. Through the lens of
distinguished anthropological scholars, tourism has
been seen asamodern leisure activity (Nash, 1981),
asamodern variety of thetraditional act of pilgrimage
(MacCannéll, 1976; Graburn, 1977), and also asan
acculturative process (Nufiez, 1963). Tourism isseen
by anthropol ogists as an inextricable aspect of the
social, cultural, and economic life of people (Burns,
1999). Many definitions of tourism exist in the
literature, but almost all of them involve a purpose
and scope. Along the samelines, there are numerous
definitions of atourist aswell. Quoted hereisValene
Smith (1989) whoidentifiesthetourist asatemporarily
leisured person who visits a place away from home
voluntarily, to experience change. The merit of
travelling finds a mention in the Aitareya Brahmana
(7.15) of theancient Rig VedawhereLord Indra, whose
one portfolio is travelling and the protection of the
wayfarer, saysto King Harishchandra, “Thereis no
happiness for the person who doesnot travel; living
amongst men, even the best man frequently becomes
a sinner; for Indrais the traveller’s friend. Hence,
travel/wander!” Modern travels re-signify our forms
of deeming the geographical displacements. The
tourism industry has great significance for a
destination. It can act as an important instrument of
devel opment for regionswith rich cultural and natural
resources. For destinations with a dying heritage,
tourism can act asarevitalizer. Tourismisalso asource
of social benefit for the stakeholders involved,
including the residents who directly or indirectly
contributeto shaping thetourism facility of atourist
destination.

HERITAGE, TOURISM AND CONSERVATION

Heritageincludesmonuments, buildingsand sites
of outstanding universal valuefrom the point of view
of history, art or science. It alsoincludesrituals, rites
and performances associ ated with a culture. On the
other hand, natural heritage comprises the natural
features and natural sites of outstanding universal
valuefrom theaesthetic or scientific point of view.

Heritage tourism depends upon inherited socio-
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cultural and economic materials to attract visitors.
Religioustourism isone of the most prevalent forms
of heritage tourism in the developing world today
and is among the earliest precursors of modern-day
tourism. The pilgrimagetakesmany forms, but central
among these is the desire of religious adherents to
supplicatedeitiesfor blessings, becomecloser to God,
offer moresincereprayers, becomehealed, andrreceive
forgivenessfor sins(Timothy and Nyaupane, 2009).
Sustainability isthekey to safeguarding tangibleand
intangible heritage acrossthe globe. In the context of
tourism, the sustainability approach becomes even
moreimportant because each generation has to pass
on the heritage assets- both natural and cultural- to
the next generation with minimum loss in size and
quality asthey inherited from their forbearers. Such
heritage has to be protected from excessive damage
and overuse, as well as its commodification. If
damaged or distorted, such assets would not be
passed on to future generations and people will
become deprived of the glory of the past, unable to
benefit fromtheir rightful heritage.

Pilgrimagein India: A Heritage

InIndia pilgrimageto variousdestinationsisone
of themajor purposes of travelling and isconsidered
ahighly meritorious act, usual ly associated with the
spiritual welfare of the pilgrims. Timothy and
Nyaupane (2009) suggest that pilgrimage should aso
be considered a form of heritage tourism since the
pilgrimagesites are heritage sitesand the ritualsand
rites performed at such pilgrimagesites area part of
the intangible heritage that demonstrate the socio-
cultural beliefs and practices of the residents of the
pilgrim site. Thus, the pilgrimage sites act asliving
museums of the past where people from different
cultural backgrounds come together for a sacred
performancein a particular geographical area.

PURI:AHERITAGECITY

Puri, acoastal city in the eastern state of Odisha,
isthe abode of Lord Jagannath who is believed to be
aform of Hindu God Krishnaand i sworshipped with
great devotion by Hindus from all over the country.
Thismakesthecity animportant DHAM or pilgrimage
destination. Theannual car festival or the Rath Yatra
isoneof therevered religious processionsacross the
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globe and a huge number of people attend the
procession every year. Besidesthe car festival, alarge
number of ritesand ritua sperformed in the Jagannath
Temple attract visitors from all over the country
throughout the year. The Jagannath cult forms the
identity of Puri wherethelivesof residentsarecentred
on religious and cultural practices associated with
the Lord of the Universe“Lord Jagannath”.

Saints and religious gurus along with their
disciples have been visiting Puri since ancient times
to render their servicesto Lord Jagannath, many of
whom stayed for longer periodsgiving riseto mathas
or monasteries that provide various services to the
main temple throughout theyear and especially during
the annual car-festival which isan indelible part of
the heritage and cultural fabric of India. The
secondary literature on the history of Puri mentions
as many as eighty-four such monasteriesin the city.
However, many of these have either been demolished
for development works or stand on the verge of
extinction dueto negligence. Thispaper aimsto draw
attention to the legacy of the past |eft behind by the
revered saintsand religious|eaders.

The Mathas

A mathaisaresidential monasticingtitution with
afocuson spiritual and religioustraditionsfor ascetics
or renouncers of the material world. It is a place,
headed by a Guru (a saint) who is also the Pontiff,
where saints and practitioners of meditation reside,
living an asceticlife, following aDharmic (righteous)
code of conduct. It also providesreligiousand Vedic
education to the young boyswho dedicate their lives
to religious practices and preaching. Some mathas
also act as Charity centres for economically and
physically weaker sections of the society where they
areprovided food and medical treatment for freeor at
aminimal cost. Themathasandtheir pontiffsarehighly
respected by the State. The establishment of this
institution may be dated back to Boudha Vihar where
the guru (teacher) and the shishya (disciple) stayed
in oneplacetofollowadisciplined life(Mishra, n.d.).
The abode of ascetics, the mathas developed into
centresfor knowl edge propagation and as custodians
of moral and spiritual traditions. They also played a
significant rolein thesocial and cultural awakening
of the masses (Jayaraman and Subramaniam, 2018).
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Many sects established different monasteriesin the
vicinity of the Jagannath Templeof Puri. Thesemathas
have stood the test of time and are highly revered by
the devotees even today. Different mathas have
various duties or sewa to offer during the annual
rituals of the Jagannath Temple. Along with the
Vai shnavite (thefoll owersof Hindu God Vishnu) sect,
the Sikh guru Guru Nanak and Saint Kabirdas also
have monasteries dedicated to their stay at Puri
centuries ago. Many of the Matha traditions have
sunk into the collective unconscious over time, afew
aredtill kept aliveand practised with great veneration
specifically during the annual Car Festival or the Rath
Yatra of Lord Jagannath (Pradhan, 2019).

Sakeholders in Heritage Tourism

Tourismisapan-human, historically conditioned
social processthat canincludeavariety of social actors
(Nash, 2007). In atourist destination, theinvolvement
of many different stakeholdersis seen. The residents
of a tourist destination are the most important
stakeholders in a tourism venture because they are
directly or indirectly affected by the tourism
devel opment measuresin that particular area. In the
case of Puri which isarenowned tourist city in India,
tourismisan important sourcedf livelihood for amgjority
of the residents and the greatest contributor to the
economy of the city. The locals work as tourism
facilitators, accommodation facility providers, tour
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operators, owners of eateries, souvenir sellers, etc.
Besidesthis, being apilgrimage site, ahuge section of
the population of Puri provides servicesto the temple
and acts as temple pandas or religious guides to the
vistors, Ancther important section of stakeholdersin
tourism is the tourists themsdves. The government,
NGOs and other independent community groups a so
havean important roleto play intourism. For atourist
destination, mass media creates meaning and also
shapes the consciousness of how a destination or an
environment should be interpreted. Urry and Larsen
(2011) quote Horne (1984) whoremarked, “ Thecamera
and tourism are two of the uniquely modern ways of
defining reality.” Almost al individualstoday have a
smartphoneand there arenumerous examples of what
a smple picture or video can do in the media space
wheretheworld hasbecome onecommon village. These
tools, therefore, play asignificant rolein the popularity
of adestination and culture.

MATERIALS& METHODS

The present research paper is descriptive in
nature and utilizes both primary and secondary data
collection methods. The study was conducted in Puri-
acoastal heritage city in the state of Odisha, located
on the eastern coast of India (Figure 1). The four
different mathas or monasteries had been purposively
selected to represent various sects housed in the
region (Figure 2).
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Figure 1: Locating Puri in Odisha (Google, n.d.)
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Figure 2: Location of the selected mathas in the Swargadwar area of Puri
Source: From the author’s field notes; not to scale

The responses of tourists about the selected
heritage sites were collected through questionnaires
while those of the residents of the city and tourism
workerswere collected through formal and informal
interviews carried out during repeated visits to the
sites. The language of communication has largely
been English. However, thehelp of alocal tour guide
was taken as and when needed for thetrand ation of
some responses into Odia, especially in the case of
older natives. Secondary data has been collected
through books, yearbooks, websites and journals
published in the English language.

Out of 68 questionnairesfilled up by thetourists,
8 incompl eteforms have not been considered for this
study. 23 residents of the city were interviewed
individually and in groups as well. Besides these,
informal interviewswere carried out with 12 students
of alocal school (aged between 14 and 16 years) during

a Heritage Bike Ride trail initiated by the local
administration and a non-profit organization working
inthecity. 2 different locd tour operators, atrustee of
a Heritage tourism operator and 2 tour guides were
interviewed individually during one of the visits to
the monasteries.

Brief Description of the Selected Sites

For presenting a comparative picture of the
monasteriesor mathas of different sectsin Puri, four
such monasteries have been selected for this paper. A
brief history and descri ption of each of theseisbeing
provided here:

Shankaracharya Govardhan Matha: Bornin 8th
century AD, Adi Shankaracharya is associated with
the rguvenation of Vedic studiesand the unification
of the people across the four directions of India. In
the 32 years of his life span, Adi Shankaracharya
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travelled far and wide acrossthe length and breadth
of India to wake people up from a deep Sumber and
spread the \edic teachingsto haverighteousrdigious
ruleover the country. During those times, travelling
was difficult and the modes of communication were
limited. So, heestablished four institutions or peethas
inthefour directionsof Indiato protect and propagate
the Hindu Sanatan Dharma. Govardhan Peetha at
Puri was established in the 8th Century to deal with
the knowledge of the Rig Vleda. Thepresiding deities
of this Vedic Peetha (school or seat) are Purushottam
and Goddess Bimala. There's an old idol of
Ardhanareshwara(Half male-Half femal efigure) which
is believed to have been installed by Adi
Shankaracharyahimsdf. The Govardhan Pethaisthe
oldest monastery in Puri, located in the vicinity of the
Swargadwar area of the city. The present Head isthe
145th Shankaracharyaof Puri Swami Nischalananda
Saraswati who is one of the most important person of

Shankaracharya Matha, Puri
Source: Author’s own data collection

Thismonastery is highly revered by the Hindus
and hasahigh visitor footfall throughout the year. It
is a nicely maintained and well-kept property. The
newly constructed Bimala Devi Templebeside apond
isanother centre of attraction for visitors(Figure 3).
Thechanting of theVedic hymnscan be heard within
the complex. The monastery also provides
accommodation facilitiesfor visitors. Thematha has
been declared an autonomous body by the Odisha
Government in 2019.

Kabir Chaura Matha: Saint Kabirdas was a
Hindu-Muslim patron saint of northern India. Heis
said to have been born from a lotus and conquered
the demons by his siddhis and sadhanas (yogic
practices). As per the traditional tales, when Kabir
died, the Hindus and Muslims fought for his corpse
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asboth of them regarded him astheir saint and desired
to conduct the funeral according to their specific
customs. The corpse then miraculoudly turned into
roses and was equally divided among the two
sectionsfor thefinal rites. The Kabir Matha, located
near the Swargadwar beach, stands asatestimony of
the merit of Saint Kabir. As per the legend, in the
1300s, when the Jagannath templewasbeing built in
Puri, owing to thevicinity to thebeach, the seawaves
would destroy the site frequently. Saint Kabir wason
thepilgrimageto Puri at that time. The peopl e of Puri
suggested theking request the saint to help them get
through this situation. When the king approached
Saint Kabirdasfor help, thelatter buried hiskubari (a
supporting stick used by the saints) at thesite (Figure
4). The narrativestell that the sea never crossed the
site of thekubari ever sinceand thetemple and other
complexesstand tall even today.

Figure 4: The Kubari insde the shrine in Kabir Chaura
Matha, Puri
Source: Author’s own collection

Thisnow somewhat dilapidated matha hasbeen
constructed in a way to incorporate both Hindu and
Muslim traditions. The mosaic architecture and the
pai ntings depicting the said act of the holy saint are
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distinctivefeatures of theplace. A small room houses
the wooden kubari and a raised platform depicting
the shrine of the saint. The complex houses the
mausoleum of different Head-priests of the matha.
This matha is affiliated with the Kabir-Panth (sect)
of Varanad. The surrounding vicinity of the matha
has guest-houses for tourists which come to life
during peak tourist seasons and festival s of the Kabir
Sect.

Bada Odia Matha: The Bada Odia Matha was
established by Atibadi Jagannath Das in the 15th
Century CE. Jagannath Daswas an ardent discipl e of
Sri Chaitanya M ahaprabhu and arenowned Odia poet
who composed Odia Bhagawat. Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu was a 15th Century saint who was
extremdy devoted to Hindu God Krishna and Goddess
Radha and wor shipped them through ecgatic Snging,
chanting and dancing. He spent 18 yearsof hislifein
Jagannath Puri and eventually attended salvation
there. He was the founder of the Atibadi sect of
Vaishnavism. This matha has one of the largest
concentrations of 19th-century Odiawall paintings.
TheBada Odia Mathaisassociated with many rituals
of the Jagannath Temple and the Rath Yatra. The
matha is also responsible for cleaning and repairing
the pedestal of the Holy Trinity in the sanctum
sanctorum of the Jagannath Temple. The matha is
decorated with murals and life-size paintings of the
Holy Trinity of Puri, thestories of Lord Krishnaand
Lord Ramaal ong with their consorts and allies, and
other religious descriptive images. However, the
complex was highly unkempt with the paintingslosing
their coloursand lustreuntil it caught the attention of
the authority. The outer structure of the monastery
was dil apidated and required repairs and restoration
work. Themuralswere on theverge of extinction and
wereeventually cdeared out by painting themin plain
paints. Despitethe‘ renovation’, thismatha still awaits
its due respect and attention from the residents,
visitorsand theauthoritiesaswell (Figure5).
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Figure 5: The Bada Odia Matha of Puri awaits due respect.
Source: Mishra, 2018

Gurudwara Bauli Matha Sahib: The Bauli
Matha is a gurudwara and monastery of its kind.
According to an old resident of the matha, when Guru
Nanak visited Puri on a pilgrimage, he constructed a
deepwell, alsoknown as‘bauli’ at thissite. Itissaid
that the concept of bauli did not exist in the coastal
town of Puri before this time. The well has been
constructed in away that it hastwo different passages
for drawing water based on the Hindu system of
avoi dancerelationship between the elder brother-in-
law and his sister-in-law. The well is dedicated to
Lakshmi- the wife of Lord Jagannath, and His el der
brother Balabhadra. The bauli has a general large
opening on the upper part for Lord Balabhadraand a
narrower passage for Goddess Lakshmi for drawing
water from thewd | (Figure6). Thereisaroom housing
the idols of the Hindu Gods, a decorated pedestal
holding Guru Grantha Sahib, and a narrow shrine
having centuries-old conch shells. This place is
mai ntai ned by the Udaseen sect of ascetic Sikhs and
theHindus. A Hindu priest |ooks after thetempleand
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rituals associated with the worshipping of the idols
whilethe Sikh priest looks after the daily worshipping
of the highly revered Guru Granth Sahib. Thus, this
placehasalot of significance in preaching harmony
totheworld. However, likethe previously mentioned
monasteries, the Bauli Mathaal so awaits dueattention
and recognition by the people. This matha, despite
being located in the prime centre of the infamous
Swargadwar, isnot afrequently visited place. It has
now been encroached upon by various other
accommodation facilities, thereby failing to attract
visitorsto this exquisite site of India’s strong socio-
religious philosophy. The conditions of the entrance
to this siteitself speaks of massive ignorance on the
partsof all the stakehol dersinvolved (Figure7).

Figure 6: The Bauli or the well
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Figure 7: The entrance of the Bauli Matha, Puri
Sources: Author’s own collection

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

TABLE 1
Age distribution of the respondents

Age-group No. of respondents Percentage (%)
<20 years 14 14
21-28 years 25 25
29-36 years 32 32
37-44 years 09 9
45-52 years 07 7
53-60 years 09 9

>60 years 04 4

Total 100

As we can see from Table 1, 57% of the total
number of respondents belong to the age-group 21-
36 years. This particular section includes young
enthusiastic travellers and explorers (including
resdents) tryingtotastethe sap of pristineand tranquil
natural heritage Puri and its beaches have to offer.
For a majority of this section, a pilgrimage was a
secondary and subsidiary option. The older
respondents, comprising 29% of the total, cited
pilgrimage or visiting the Jagannath temple astheir
preference. 89% of thetotal respondents were Hindus,
followed by fewer respondents of other faiths. 63%
of tourists preferred travelling with their familiesfor
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pilgrimageaswell asleisure halidays. Thesgnificance
of the monasteriesin the cultural history of Puri has
already been discussed but awareness about the same
and specifically the selected sites was analyzed
through the responses of the respondents, as
presentedin thefollowing table, Table 2.
TABLE 2
Awareness about the selected sites among the respondents

Awareness about Number of Percentage
selected mathas respondents

Knew about 1 site 13 13.00
Knew about 2 sites 34 34.00
Knew about 3 sites 07 7.00
Knew about 4 sites 28 28.00
Knew about none of the 18 18.00
selected sites

Number of respondents 100

Of thetotal respondents, 18% knew about none
of the selected monasteries. This section mainly
comprised of non-Odia older tourists travelling in
groupsfromtheir native state. They relied entirely on
their tour guide for all the pieces of information
regarding their visit. Thus, tour guides have a
significant rolein promoting any tourism destination.
34% of thetotal respondents comprising both tourists
and residents knew about two of the four selected
mathas. Only 28% of respondentsknew about all four
monasteries, including their history and location.
Thesewere mainly the localsresiding in the vicinity
of these sites.

A positive sign is that 37 of the 60 tourists
responded in affirmation when asked if they would
liketovisit thesemathasand exploretheir historical
significance. However, the two tour operators
remarked that not many tourists are interested in
visiting the monasteries. Theill-kept state of many of
these mathas does not appeal to the aesthetic sense
of thevisitors. Thetour managersdo agreethat these
mathasarean indelible part of Puri’s history, yet they
seem unconvinced about thetouristic appeal of these
Sites at present. The heritage tour package provided
by one of these companies includes only the
renowned Jagannath temple, Sun Temple and some
of the ponds (locally called “pokharis’) used for the
ritualsof Lord Jagannath. The manager of ‘ Heritage
Tours travel company mentioned the need torestore
and renovate the mathas of Puri which he said are
“essentia not only for tourism consumption purposes
but also for the cultural restoration of Puri’.
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Books on the Jagannath Cult, including the
District Gazetteersand other informativebrochures,
mention different mathas of Puri in great detail.
However, with the decline in consumption of
information through authentic literary and reference
books and evident negligence towardsthe mathasin
mass media resources, these ingtitutions are losing
the opportunity to become important historical and
spiritual tourist attractions.

Another important factor that has led to the
degradation and apparent | oss of the heritage assets
of Puri, reflected through the data is the negligence
and ignorance along with overtourism. To address
this issue, the Ministry of Urban Development,
Government of Indialaunched theHRIDAY (Heritage
City Deved opment and Augmentation Yojana) Scheme
in 2015 across different heritage cities of India,
incduding Puri. The main objectiveof this Schemewas
“toundertake strategically and planned devel opment
of heritagecitiesaiming at theimprovement in overal
quality of life with a specific focus on sanitation,
security, tourism, heritage revitalization and
livelihoods retaining the city’s cultural identity”
(MoUD & NIUA, 2015). Along the same lines, the
government of Odisha and the Puri Administration
proposed the ABADHA (Augmentation Basic
Amenities and Development of Heritage &
Architecture) Scheme in Puri (Works Department,
Government of Odisha). This Scheme aims at land
acquisition, rehabilitation, resettlement and road
network development in and around the Jagannath
Templewhich isthemaost important cultural attraction
for the visitorsaswell asthe residents of Puri.

In recent times, the administration of Puri, Puri
Municipality, and a non-profit organization Odisha
Ecotourism Foundation have been jointly working to
promote the heritage monasteriesamongst thevisitors
as well asthe residents of Puri, through the ‘Puri
Dham Heritage Walk and Ride’ project. While the
government body ensures the availability of the
resources required for this project, the Odisha
Ecotourism Foundation Trust is responsible for all
the other arrangements and execution of the same.
The visitors are provided with the facility they opt
for, i.e. bicycles or E-rickshaws or EMVs. To ingtil
further knowledge of the cultural heritage of Puri in
the residents, a group of school students
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accompanied by atour guide, aretaken for aheritage
bicycle ride to a minimum of five different mathas
every Sunday. Three of thesefive monasteries, namdly,
the Shankaracharya Govardhan Matha, the Kabir
ChauraMatha, and the GurudwaraBauli Matha Sahib,
were selected for this study. Out of these, the
Shankaracharya Govardhan Mathaiswel l-maintained
and receivesthe most visitorsamong the four selected
monasteries. Kabir Chaura Matha belongs to the
Kabir-Pantha or the followers of Kabir comprising
both Hindus and Muslims. However, the monastery
awai ts renovation workswhich arelong pending now.
The Gurudwara Bauli Matha is a better-maintained
property but with an insignificant number of visitors.
TheOdiaMatha, however, isasitethat requiresproper
restoration work to savetheinfamous mural art onits
walls. Needlessto say, alot of efforts are needed on
the partsof all thetourism stakeholdersfor equitable
treatment and proper functioning of these mathas.

CONCLUSON

The differences in the present conditions of the
selected monasteries are a result of multiple
interrelated reasons. The basic reason underlying
such disparity is ignorance of the parts of various
tourism stakeholders. Another noteworthy reason is
overtourism- aterm that hasbecome popular in recent
timesand an issuefacing almost all the masstourism
destinations across the globe. Overtourism favours
profitable businessover sustai nable business|eading
todefilement or loss of heritage. A ray of hope shines
through the darker skiesof thislossasmore and more
peopl e are getting aware of the negative impactsthat
human activitiestrigger. Government, NGOsand social
activists have a significant role to play in the
sustai nable devel opment and mai ntenance of heritage
sites. The mass media as well as the social media,
having astrong hold over society globally, can act as
an important tool in bringing about the change
towards sustainability and better treatment of the
endangered heritage, both tangible and intangible.
Alongside the change in the system and its
functioning, changes in the individual and social
behaviour of the residents of any tourism destination
aswell asthevisitorsareequally essential.

A dassic exampleof rdigioussyncretismin India,
Puri’s cultural heritage is an asset not only for its

Shivangi Bahadur

residents but also for the country asawhole. In the
turbulent and trying times, these testimonies left
behind by the saints and sages of the glorious past
can guide us on the path of unity and universal
brotherhood- the very essence that bindsthe diverse
cultural fabric of India. Awareness and recognition of
the heritage, its preservation and conservation is a
pre-requisite for any society to prosper. One cannot
strive for a better future without being properly
equipped with the past and present.
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